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New Zealand, England and Germany

Let me tell you about where I have lived.

I was born in York, England. After I was born, I lived in Sydney, Australia for one year.

After Australia, I lived in Munich, Germany for five years. I went to an international school. At the interna-
tional school, I made friends with Japanese children. They showed me their bento and ultra-man pictures. They
taught me how to say “Konnichiwa!” It was so interesting! This is why I became interested in Japanese culture.
R RAPEATH I EZABIZOVWTBHHLLET RIAF) AT - TCHEINF L, DR, £ —A T UTOY

FZ—TlEMBILEL F—A TN TORIEIFA VDI 2=y ZIZ5EREATHE Lz, #2TC, 4 %
—F v aFINVAZ = )VIZHE, HROTFRGEE KEICR D F Lz, ORI, BIRSEY VNI OEER e
TANFE L, FHGEITZ TTALBIE] OBFVHERHEZTINT, L THELL-TT, IhEx Zonltic, i
HADOALICHR 236 £ L7z,

After Germany, I lived in England. English High School was very strict. I studied math, French, history,
business, English, biology, physics, chemistry, art and music. My hobbies were music and soccer. I was a
member of the Judo and soccer club. I wanted to study Japanese, but there were no Japanese classes.

When I was 15 years old, I moved to New Zealand. In New Zealand, I studied music, journalism, English,
biology, French and history. I was a member of the music club. I wanted to study Japanese, but I had to study
French.
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After high school, I studied psychology and criminology at university in Wellington. I was very interested in
neuroscience, but it was difficult. I worked a part time job at a music store. I also worked part-time as a guitar
teacher. I very much enjoyed my university life.

After university, I travelled around Europe for six months. I went to Germany, France, Italy, Sweden, Austria,
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Holland, England, Wales and Ireland. My favorite country was Ireland
because of the beautiful scenery, history and music.
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Now, I have lived in Japan for one year. It has been a very exciting experience for me.

My favorite thing about Iwate is the beautiful scenery. There are many mountains that I want to hike. I also
love the food. My favorite food is Morioka reimen.

My least favorite thing about Iwate is the snow. In Wellington, we do not have snow. It s too cold! I have to
stay under the kotatsu all day.

Thank you for reading my story. I would like to hear yours sometimel!
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Japan Compared to New Zealand

School

New Zealand schools start at 9am, whereas Japanese high school start at 8:30am. We are lucky because we can
sleep a bit longer! Schools in New Zealand end at 3:15pm. However, in New Zealand, we can choose to do club
activities. Students can go home after school.

R HARE=Z2— V=TV FR B LTBELLELL ).
2=V =F Y FOFRTIIEFIORICER L EFT25 HA (fEfE) TR 8EB07EHER LT T, —a—Y—5 >
FOEFIZAARDEFRI NV LECRLZENTE, T F—TF, T/, 22—V =5 FOAERFEILIFEISHET
BLET, AERRIIFL», 29772 THPRIRTE T,

At lunch time, students eat lunch outside or in the cafeteria. Third graders can go to the city during lunch time.
Third graders also have ‘free periods . This is one or two hours at school when they have no class. Students
can study or enjoy their hobbies. For example, my friend went surfing every Wednesday during his free period
at school. Lucky!

I think New Zealand school life is very relaxed compared to Japan.
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Sports

New Zealand’ s favorite sports are rughy and netball. Nethall is like basketball, but after you catch the ball,
you cannot move. The New Zealand Women' s netball team is called the ‘Silver Ferns and are the 2nd stron-
gest netball team in the world.

The name of the New Zealand rugby team is ‘The All Blacks . They are one of the strongest teams in the
world. They have won the world cup three times. They will play next year in Kamaishi for the World Cup.

Baseball is not very popular in New Zealand. Instead, many people play cricket. Cricket is a difficult sport.
People use a rectangle shaped bat. People can run while pitching. It can take many hours to finish a game.
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Weather and Nature
New Zealand has the opposite seasons to Japan. For example, during winter, it is summer in New Zealand.

During summer vacation in Japan, New Zealand students have winter vacation.

New Zealand has many earthquakes. In 2011, there was a big earthquake in Christchurch. 185 people died,
and about 4000 people were injured.

New Zealand also has a lot of hot springs (onsen). However, you must wear swimming clothes in the hot
springs. Foreigners are often very shy when going to Japanese Onsenl!

I hope you get a chance to visit New Zealand someday!
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Debate Club

This year, debate club performed at Hanamaki Education Center for the Kenji Cup competition.
Our debate team practiced hard every day. The topic was “Should Euthanasia (Z-4£5) be legalized in Japan?”.
Each a debate team has four members: a constructive speaker, an attack speaker, a defense speaker and a
summary speaker. Let’s introduce our debate team!
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First Graders
First, we have Yumi. She was our defense speaker. She spoke clearly and confidently. She was as calm as
the ocean, but as strong as a mountain. No one could attack her. Great defense, Yumil Next, we have Miyu.

She looks like Mulan, the warrior. She was our summary speaker. Her voice sounded like a native speaker! I

was surprised. Nice accent, Miyu-lan!
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Second Graders
First, we have Shoeil. He was our defense speaker. When he spoke, the other teams attacks became weaker
than paper. He is not just a great yo-yo player, but also a great of debate attacker. Excellent attack, Shoei!

Next, we have Ayaka. She was our other attack speaker. She attacked like a hungry lion attacks a zebra. She

talked about euthanasia laws which saved our constructive speech. Amazing attack, Ayakal

Then, we have Riyo, our constructive speaker. She spoke clearly and confidently like politician. It was very

easy for native speakers to understand Ryo's speech. Nice English pronunciation, Riyol

Next, we have Himari, our summary speaker. She wears round glasses like Harry Potter, and her summary
speech was magical. No-one could defeat her magical summary. Excellent summary, Himaril

Then, we have Kaho. She was calm and wise, like an owl waiting in the night. She worked hard during

research. She made a big effort to learn the difficult vocabulary. Excellent work, Kaho!

Finally, we have Nana. She was our attack speaker. She spoke confidently and was often smiling. She was the

happiest in the group. She was a joker and a hard worker. Great attitude, Nanal
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Results

With our strong debate team this year, we were able to win three games. We were able to beat Kozukata,

Miyako and Hukuoka high schools.

I was very proud of their efforts. I hope you continue studying English and debate in the future.
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Teaching and Debate at Hananan




